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Confederacy, and moved to York-
town where the 23rd Reglment wint-
ered. \

In the sprmg of 1862 his outfit
started what proved to be one of
the bitterest campaigns a military
company was called on to do during
the war. It started with a skirmish
en route back to Richmond, at Wil-
Yamsburg, Va., a {éw days later tak-

Pines. He was in the seven days|
of {ighting before the city of Rich-’
mond in which his regiment suf-
fered heavy losses. i

Later followed thc‘; \campaign‘ln

i of the burial services in Fairmount
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Arthur of San: Angelo, Joe B. of
K Dsming, N. M.; Ernest of Marfa,

and  Dan W, the dsughter is Mrx,
Wil Martin of Pheontx, Ariz. . Two
of the children  will inot be able to
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When thﬂ South Eurrenderedﬂhere
were only six of the 125 men avail-
able. The rest had either been killed,
wounded or were on detall at{ some
other place, [ .

Col. Willlams wis the command-
Ing - officer of the| Mountaln Rem-
nant Brigade, having been named
general of the district which isimade
up of eight countiés {n West Tdxas,
at the annual reunion in Christoval
on August 6,-1926. | Col. J. M. Ysrael

automatically becomes leader of the:

arganization until| the electioxi of

officers at the next , reunion : LAt
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Mr. Andrew said the paésing ot
Col. Willlams had brought the death
lst of the “old tlmers”. who often
gathered at his shop‘ to 87 ‘within:
the past 10 years.| ‘

| Colonel Williams had made his
home in San. Angelog(or 32 years,
coming here In.1897. {.He operated

the old San Angelo Hotel which oe¢-,

cupied the second'floor of the bulld-
mzattheeornerdXBeaumgard and
Chadburpe, -untll], the xtructure
bumedzs ycmago.]
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~The Wooden Horse Mourns lq,ohi 24, 1429

An anachronism in this "éée of motor cars

.'and airplanes, a harness shop, stands on one

©of San Angelo’s principal streets.

:proudly rearing his head disdainfully above

" the clamor of the automotive traffic in front
“'of it stands a wooden horse.

.~

"+ Tacked to the horse Wednesday was a
bit of black crepe. Colonel Williams is dead.

':Colonel Williams, who followed the fortunes
-of the Lost Cause with Stonewall Jackson
. and lived to see the day when that cause
.-had become an American epic, and the ranks
*.of the valiant band who followed the Stars
" and Bars had thinned to almost nothing;

" has answered the last trumpet call and the!.

;wooden horse brigade has lost its leader.

". - The wooden horse brigade is that grou-p‘

of congenial spirits which sits at the feet of
that symbolic animal and passes the hours in
‘the pleasant West Texas sunshine with that
almost vanishing American art—conversa-
:tion. Great are the problems that have
"been settled by that little group at the feet

* “of the horse that never moves, and -in .all

those involved discussions Colonel Williams
:played no small part.

"~ :The battle of Chancellorsville, in which
Colone] Williams took part, and where the
~mighty Stonewall Jackson met his.death,
*was refought many times there. The place
s the forum of San Angelo and it was the
scene of the happiest hours of the twilight
years of the Confederate officer.

Anc:

‘So the wooden horse mourns his passing.

“There is something more symbolic in that
bit of crepe on the figure than the mere
indication of the death of a kindly old man
who spent hours at that spot. B

Had he fought in another cause or had
death taken him at a time when that bloody
struggle we call the Civil War was a tragic

_memory, fresh in its grim reality, a horse of
- flesh and .blood would hdve followed the

- funeral procession to the grave.

“wveterans will attend the funeral, automobiles:|

Sabres
would have flashed and there would have
been those formal marks of respect which
are paid a military leader.

But only ‘the .wooden horse is heljé" toj
<isymbolize the gallant army of which Col-|

‘onel Williams.'was a part. A few decrepit

‘will 'carry the mourners, and the horse,
that, too;"'was -meant for a day that-has

- 'gone, will ‘stand’ & ‘silent reminder of .an-

tother blank-on the roster of the men who
- were willing’to die ‘for that which they be-
“leved right.- *\ - - :

—er—y—-

“leaving us. . !
.marching into the starless night without
“military pomp to join the spirits o'f'Lee
“and-Jackson and Stuart. Colonel Williams

No marching men, no bands, no prancing
horses honor a lost cause. The splendor and
the fanflare of “war is reserved to the vic-
tors. Those who go down to defeat, though

unconquered, .have only the glory of the:

spirit that animated ‘their heroic struggle to
preserve as an-adornment to their sacrifice.
Ragged and -half-starved- and impoverished,
the men that served the Confedcracy were
not a beautiful spectacle:after the war, but

'the ideals their comrades died for are beau-

tiful. They: are.the pageant of splendor

‘the remnants of ‘the -Confederacy and we
“of Confederate lineage have. :

The Army of the Confederacy is fast
Soon it will swing off for.ver,

has gome. . . ..t )
" But a horse of splinters is draped .in

“mourring.



